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Rail solutions for air pollution in North Texas — Take the train

Funding request for the Sue Pope North Texas Faliution Reduction Program
from Texas Rail Advocates, a 501 (c) 3 non-profft organization. Texas Rail
Advocates (TRA) promotes “all modes” of rail trgnsportation as all need to he
linked, infermodalism maximizes efficiency leading to reduced smog. This
initiative "our mission”, is designed to enhance the quality of life enjoyed by its
people by advancing the development of rail seryice to its full potential as a
carrier of freight and passengers.

North Texas is at a critical junction for future trarjsportation needs. Do we
continue to build more lanes onto existing major highways? Do we expand land-
taking and add new highways? Do we subject our citizens to increased levels of
air pollution from cars and trucks stalled in traffig?

Regional rail and intercity rail initiatives are an important component in moving
both people and goods. Elected and appcinted pfficials must move farward on
these issues now and, through public cutreach, Texas Rail Advocates education
efforts are to help influence others to do the best things for our state.

Texas Rail Advocates proposes an expanded public information campaign for
2010 and 2011 that leads up to the next legislative session in Austin to inform
and educate the public, elected and appointed officials on the benefits of
expanding rail service. TRA is the only non-profit Texas organization that serves
as a watchdog on actionable rail issues.

Trains are more energy-efficient per passenger mile than cars or trucks, making
them one of the most eco-friendly transportation|options around. A group of
people traveling together significantly lowers thejr overall carbon footprint. If we
take existing riders off rail transportation in North Texas and put each onein a
car, it would send countless thousands more automobiles onto our streets and
highways.

Texas Rail Advocates proposes the following:

1. Create, print and distribute an updated brochyre with the facts and figures
demonstrating freight and passenger rail positivg impacts on reducing NOx
emissions. This would also include how today’s failroads have embraced the
green movement with low emission locomotives and other TERP efforts.

2. Establish an outreach person to meet with elected and appointed officials and
inform them of direct benefits and the impartance of rail during 2010 and 2011
leading up to the next general legislative sessior) in Austin.
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4. Educate officials on available federal stimulus|and state sponsored funding for
rail initiatives and how those available funds would be used o enhance rail
transportation in North Texas.

5. Create a scorecard of how emissions can be reduced (and have been
reduced) by enhancement and expansion of passenger and freight rail services.

6. Spotlighting the Tower 55 congestion issue —the biggest choke point for
freight and passenger rail fransportation in the Western U.S.

a) Freight trains idle waiting to cross Tower $5 increases NOx and other
emissions, cars and trucks waiting at grade crossings for slow rail traffic
add to the poliutant soup.

b} Without a Tower 55 solution, additional passenger rail service to the
regicn is not possible, thereby increasing jauto traffic and emissions on
roads. ' '

¢) Trains are not competitive time wise due fo low average speeds — by
eliminating choke peints, average system|speeds can be increased
thereby attracting more “road to rail” activity. This means fewer idling
trains at junction points and backups of existing freight and passenger
services throughout the attainment area. A Tower 55 solution can mean
additional through truck traffic moved off noadways, further lowering
emissions from vehicles slowed by heavy|truck traffic.

7. Supporting Rail North Texas. By supplying infprmation that encourages
federal, state, regional and local participation in the Rail North Texas initiative, it
allows the citizens of North Texas to have contral over their destiny by locking at
ways to reduce emissions through additional passenger rail service and the
expeditious movement of freight through the regjon. The failure of state office
holders to understand the critical nature of clogged highways and increased
emissions in North Texas and not allowing counties to make intelligent decisions
is an unacceptable option.

8. Rail Relocation and Improvement Fund — To|make sure that allocated funds
stay focused on Tower 55 congestion solutions. [This is and has been a Texas
Rail Advocates priority.

Accomplishments of Texas Rail ‘Advocates

A. Six “annual conferences™ promoting freight and passenger rail since 2004.
Conference details/videos are cn the web at www.texasrailadvocates.org.

B. Visits to state and national officials and offices in Austin during and
between legislative sessions since 2000. [Testimony befare Senate
Transportation Committee. Local office visits and active participants of
Railroad Days at the Texas State Capital and in Washington D.C.
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Funding and Budget:
Funding Reqgquest: $ 50,000

Budget — Use of funds
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ministration High Speed Rail

Workshop in Houston this year; exhibited|and supplied speakers for Texas

Transportation Summits; attends regular

meetings of the Tower 55

Technical Advisory Group and has participated in Earth Day in Dallas.

K. Promoted operation of Amtrak's Texas Eagle on the TRE (off the Union
Pacific’s main line) — eliminates multiple grossings/reverse moves through
Tower 55 by 2/3rds. To be implemented this year and includes adding a

mid cities stop — the #2 tourist destination

in Texas.

$ 34,000 - Labor and associated costs to keep the focus on rail legislation as

it benefits the North Texas attainment area
decision makers on the benefits of rail trans

nd helping to educate and inform

rtation. Continuing our one on

one meetings with local, regional, state and federal stakeholders in 2010 and

2011, prior to the 2011 state legislative sess

n.

$ 10,000 - Production, printing, mailing of informational and educational
brochures. Also includes TRA website additigns that compliment goals of

reducing air pollution.

$ 5,000- Annual Rail Conference 2010 and 2011 — Dallas, TX. Previous

conference speakers and exhibitors included

segments on NOx and pollution

control through electrified railways, positive train control (PFTC), information

provided by the North Central Texas GCouncil

of Governments and other non-

governmental organizations. We would weicome participation from a Sue
Pope Fund recipient to demonstrate how NOx and other pollutants have been

reduced.

$ 1,000 - Regional Council of Governments
2010,

Conference participation in



